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"WE WILL WANT WHAT WE WASTE" 
Preside n t Fawcett, members of the Board of Regents, members of 
the f a c u l t y , members of the graduating c l a s s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s and guests, 
l a d i e s and gentlemen: 
commencement e x e r c i s e s . I t i s a p r i v i l e g e f o r me to begin by extending 
the g r e e t i n g s of Michigan State U n i v e r s i t y t o a l l of you on t h i s happy 
occasion. 
beginning. For about three hours on a Saturday afternoon i n the f a l l of 
most years that r e l a t i o n s h i p may appear to become somewhat s t r a i n e d and 
even r a t h e r combative. In r e t r o s p e c t , f o r t h i s past f a l l about a l l I can 
say i s th a t we at Michigan State are glad that our f o o t b a l l team played 
yours on the f i r s t Saturday of November rather than on the f o u r t h Saturday 
of November. We have now closed ranks with you and w i l l cheer l o u d l y f o r your 
team as the Big Ten champions they deserve to be on that f i r s t rosy afternoon 
You have honored me hi g h l y i n i n v i t i n g me to p a r t i c i p a t e i n your 
Our two u n i v e r s i t i e s have been f r i e n d s and a l l i e s s i n c e t h e i r 
of 1Q69. 
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I have been v i s i t i n g t h i s campus from time to time f o r many years, 
and i t i s a pleasure to be back again and to see and learn even more about 
the useful and e f f e c t i v e programs that Ohio State o f f e r s to the people of 
t h i s s t a t e , to the n a t i o n , and to the world. 
A l l c i t i z e n s of Ohio should be i n c r e a s i n g l y proud of t h i s 
impressive and ever-improving U n i v e r s i t y . I t has an i l l u s t r i o u s h i s t o r y . 
I t s present accomplishments are e x c e l l e n t . I t s long-range planning f o r i t s 
f u t u r e promises even greater returns on the investment Ohio i s making in 
higher education i n g e n e r a l , and i n Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y i n p a r t i c u l a r . 
As you might guess, I have p a r t i c i p a t e d i n many commencement 
ex e r c i s e s as a l i s t e n e r or as a p a r t i c i p a n t . From those experiences, I 
have come to two general conclusions about commencement speeches and speakers 
t h a t I suspect apply i n Columbus, Ohio, as w e l l as i n East Lansing, Michigan, 
and elsewhere. 
The f i r s t i s t h a t the r e a l center of a t t e n t i o n at any commencement 
should be the graduating c l a s s , and the speaker should remember that he i s 
only a ceremonial adjunct who need not be too profound i n his remarks 
because no one w i l l remember them, anyway. 
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The second i s that the commencement speaker who r e a l l y understands 
h i s r o l e w i l l be m e r c i f u l l y b r i e f , f o r reasons so obvious they need no 
e x p l a i n i n g . 
You have my promise that I s h a l l heed my own admonitions 
f a i t h f u l l y . 
Today i s a time to look ahead, but i t al s o i s a time f o r memories, 
too. Memories of formal courses and informal midnight d i s c u s s i o n s , memories 
of e x c i t i n g professors and some not q u i t e so s t i m u l a t i n g , memories of 
c l a s s e s , o f the l i b r a r y , of co n c e r t s , of the beauty of s p r i n g , of the s i g h t 
of the Twin Towers at n i g h t , memories of l a s t year's C i n d e r e l l a b a s k e t b a l l 
team, of the t h r i l l s of t h i s f a l l ' s Michigan f o o t b a l l game, memories of 
a l l that took place t h a t was s t i m u l a t i n g , or fun, or aggravating, or discouraging. 
Memories, arranged by each, according to the experiences of each. 
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Mothers and fath e r s have memories, ton; tjo hack to when 
today's man or woman was a small boy or g i r l , and they inc l u d e the narents' 
dreams then, and how they have been r e a l i z e d - - o r not r e a l i z e d . Memories 
of p r i d e and f a i t h i n son or daughter, of hopes and more dreams f o r 
tomorrow. 
Parent and student a l i k e asked much of t h i s U n i v e r s i t y , and your 
confidence was well placed. Ohio State serves tens of thousands i n the 
State of Ohio, and beyond, i n p r o v i d i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r on-campus 
education through research, through a great v a r i e t y of p u b l i c s e r v i c e s . 
I t i s w e l l equipped to perform t h i s s e r v i c e . 
Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y has played an important r o l e i n a t l e a s t 
three c a t e g o r i e s of higher education. 
F i r s t , i t i s among that very large number of p u b l i c l y or 
tax-supported i n s t i t u t i o n s . This means th a t a s u b s t a n t i a l share of i t s 
annual o p e r a t i n g budget comes from the tax payments of the c i t i z e n s of Ohio. 
The a c t u a l cost of higher education i s always greater than any student pays 
a t any c o l l e g e or u n i v e r s i t y . At the p r i v a t e u n i v e r s i t i e s , the endowment 
income, and 
income, and the generous g i f t s by p r i v a t e and corporate donors pays the 
d i f f e r e n c e between the student payments and the actual c o s t s . At the 
tax-supported u n i v e r s i t i e s , the d i f f e r e n c e between actual cost'and what 
the student pays i s made up by the tax d o l l a r s Softffiibutcd not only bv 
corporations and the w e l l - t o - d o , but by a l l c i t i z e n s , r i c h and Door a l i k e , 
i n c l u d i n g some ee-ntrlbunon from the l e a s t advantaged of our people. 
Education, f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e to the maximum any student can absorb 
and use, i s sometimes r e f e r r e d to as the secret weapon of the United States. 
No other nation i n the world has done so much i n making maximum education so 
widely a v a i l a b l e to so many of i t s people. Of the more than seven m i l l i o n 
students e n r o l l e d i n a l l c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s i n our country t h i s year, 
seven out o f every ten attend tax-supported i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Second, Ohio State i s the land-grant u n i v e r s i t y f o r the State of 
Ohio. Land-grant c o l l e g e s were e s t a b l i s h e d by the f e d e r a l congress and 
signed i n t o law by President Abraham L i n c o l n back i n 1862. For 106 ye a r s , 
t h e i r o b j e c t i v e has been to provide l i b e r a l and p r a c t i c a l higher education 
f o r the sons and daughters of a l j _ Americans. This we now take f o r granted, 
but a centurv a i n such an approach was a r a d i c a l departure. Before the 
advent of the land-grant c o l l e g e s , higher education i n t h i s country was f o r 
the togst p a r t 
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the most part l i m i t e d to the sons and daughters of the r i c h and the f a v o r e 6 
few, and the heavy emphasis was on theology, medicine, law, and pedagogy f o r 
the t r a i n i n g of preachers, doctors, lawyers, teachers, and a kind of l i b e r a l 
* 
education designed f o r the e l i t e to permit them to l i v e l i v e s of genteel 
i d l e n e s s , what a d i f f e r e n c e today! 
Today, of a l l students i n a l l of our four-year c o l l e g e s and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , about two-thirds of them attend the land-grant and s t a t e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s . As more students i n s i s t on more c o l l e g e p l a c e s , much of the 
enrollment growth has f a l l e n upon the l a r g e p u b l i c u n i v e r s i t i e s , Ohio State 
included. 
T h i r d , your U n i v e r s i t y i s a member of the CIC u n i v e r s i t i e s 
(Committee on I n s t i t u t i o n a l . C o o p e r a t i o n ) which includes the Big Ten 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and the U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago. The eleven i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h i s 
Council work together i n many ways, more of them having to do with academics 
than with a t h l e t i c s . They e n r o l l f a r more than t h e i r share of the nation's 
c o l l e g e students and award f a r more than t h e i r share of the nation's c o l l e g e 
degrees, and an even l a r g e r share of the nation's graduate degrees. 
The enrollment of the average c o l l e g e i n the United States i s 
about 3,000; the average enrollment at a Big 10 u n i v e r s i t y i s above 30,000, 
and your Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y i s considerably l a r g e r than t h a t and i s 
one of the l a r g e s t u n i v e r s i t i e s i n the country. 
The challenge to Ohio State and to Michigan S t a t e , and to other 
i - n s t i t u t i o n s of very large enrollment, has been to turn l a r g e s i z e i n t o an 
advantage and to make large s i z e provide more opportunity f o r each student. 
There are advantages to s i z e , i f we but know how to put them to use. 
Much has happened to higher education i n America and on t h i s 
campus s i n c e you f i r s t e n r o l l e d as a student, and most of i t has been good. 
One way and another, you have used your time here f o r formal 
l e a r n i n g and f o r informal l e a r n i n g . I am sure that each of you have 
intended to do your best, as you could i d e n t i f y what was best at the time. 
Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y has done i t s best, too. A l l t h a t was 
o f f e r e d you here, a l l t h a t was made a v a i l a b l e i n s i d e the classroom and out, 
was put before you so that you could make maximum use of your p o t e n t i a l 
t a l e n t , so you could learn a l l you would l e a r n . 
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Now, at Commencement time, you are about to leave Ohio S t a t e , but 
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you w i l l take much of Ohio State with you. 
One of the most important q u a l i t i e s to take with you i s the 
determination to put to use what you have learned here, to take with you 
i n t o the o u t s i d e world a w i l l i n g n e s s to stand up and be counted when that 
counting has meaning, and to take with you a d e d i c a t i o n to do as w e l l as 
you can i n everything that you undertake. 
I once saw a sign posted on the time clock i n a manufacturing 
pl a n t that 1 have remembered. The sign read: "We W i l l Want What We Waste." 
S i x words, a l l beginning with W. The 6-W statement i s almost a 
formula. I think they are worth remembering f o r us as i n d i v i d u a l s and f o r 
s o c i e t y as a whole. 
Americansdo waste so much. We waste our natural r e s o u r c e s - - c o a l , 
o i l , gas, clean water, clean a i r ; we waste our money, our machines, the 
products of machines; we waste so much of our time-~not only time f o r work 
but time f o r play and time that could be used f o r our own enjoyment or f o r 
doing t h i n g s to help others. 
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And we waste human beings, too. The waste of our human resources 
i s our worst waste of a l l , and I would hope you have decided to fashion 
your l i v e s to take a stand against t h i s waste. 
We waste the chance to develop the brains and p o t e n t i a l s k i l l s of 
a l l of our c i t i z e n s . Good as our u n i v e r s i t y and c o l l e g e system i s , our 
elementary and secondary schools do not yet provide the kind of education 
that l e t s every American youngster l e a r n as much as he i s capable of l e a r n i n g . 
We know how to teach b e t t e r than we are w i l l i n g t o pay f o r . We scrimp and 
we t r i m budgets, and the r e s u l t i s that sometimes i n Ohio and many times i n 
other s t a t e s , we short-change our scho o l s , which r e a l l y means we are 
short-changing ourselves and our own c h i l d r e n , and tomorrow's s o c i e t y . Amid 
p l e n t y , minds starve. 
There i s so much that needs to be done that could be done to 
make the world a b e t t e r place i n which to l i v e that some day we w i l l want 
t h i s ' e d u c a t i o n we are wasting. I hope your stand w i l l be to help to stop 
t h i s waste, whatever the cost. 
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We waste the a b i l i t i e s of f a r too man/ of the non-white persons 
i n t h i s n a t i o n . J u s t because they happen to be blac k , some 11 or 12 out 
of every 100 of our c i t i z e n s are i n danger of being wasted i n the task of 
b u i l d i n g a b e t t e r America. Through no f a u l t of t h e i r own, many who are 
black have never had the chance to use t h e i r brains f o r a l l they are worth, 
w i l l never have the chance to show j u s t how much they r e a l l y could do to 
help to c o n t r i b u t e to making our communities, our s t a t e , our country b e t t e r 
than they are. 
We w i l l want the developed p o t e n t i a l of these c i t i z e n s we are 
wasting. I hope your stand w i l l be to help solve some of the complications 
of t h i s problem. 
For another example, we have but to look to a wave of wastefulness 
that has swept the country and many campuses i n recent years. C a l l i t the 
"demand" wave, i f you w i l l . I t has become fashionable these days not to 
propose or suggest, not to disc u s s or debate, but to demand. 
Does some group have wants or d e s i r e s , complaints or grievances? 
Do i t s leaders s i t down with the other party or the other s i d e , and t a l k 
over t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s and reach a mutual understanding? 
No, instead a l l too often they make a demand or submit a l i s t of 
demands—demands that p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y make the other side d i g i n the heels, 
demands th a t because of the way they are made may delay the adjustment, 
demands t h a t may r e s u l t i n a l e s s - s a t i s f a c t o r y c o n c l u s i o n that! might have 
r e s u l t e d had the same points been presented as suggestions or requests 
f o r debate and d i s c u s s i o n and a c t i o n . 
Those who make such demands seem to ignore the f a c t that there 
o f t e n i s another s i d e . There u s u a l l y i s another point of view. There are 
others whose i n t e r e s t s deserve respect. And there j u s t might be an idea 
b e t t e r than t h a t expressed i n the ultimatum. 
To make demands i s popular r i g h t now, but the day w i l l come when 
we may want the chance f o r the d i s c u s s i o n we have wasted, we may want the 
f r u i t s o f the debate we never had, we may want the be t t e r idea t h a t never 
had a chance to be heard. I hope your stand w i l l be on the side of reason 
and the search f o r t r u t h , reasonably a r r i v e d a t . 
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It sounds old-fashioned and homely and o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d , but again 
I suggest t h a t i f you are to make the greates t use of your education, perhaos 
you w i l l want to remember th a t very simple 6-W formula: "We W i l l Want What 
We Waste". 
And as educated men and women, I hope you w i l l want to apply the 
formula when i n the fu t u r e you have the chance to take a stand to help 
every youngster attend a school at l e a s t as good as the best one you attended. 
I hope you w i l l want to apply the formula when you take the stand that i n s i s t s  
t h a t a l l human beings merit equal d i g n i t y and res p e c t , without reference to 
c o l o r , or race, or r e l i g i o n , or where they were born, or other e q u a l l y 
shallow and meaningless measurements. I hope you w i l l want to remember 
"We W i l l Want What We Waste" when you l i v e your l i f e w i th reason and without 
p l a c i n g your demands above those of a l l others. I hope you w i l l want to 
apply the formula "We W i l l Want What We Waste" when you take a stand on 
the many is s u e s t h a t have meaning t h a t w i l l confront you throughout your 
l i v e s . 
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In so doing, you w i l l best serve your U n i v e r s i t y , you w i l l best 
serve o t h e r s , and you w i l l best serve y o u r s e l f . 
I b e l i e v e , l i k e you must b e l i e v e , that education i n a l l forms 
i s to play a more, not l e s s , important r o l e as we as a nation turn our 
a t t e n t i o n i n c r e a s i n g l y to the c o r r e c t i o n of the flaws i n our s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . 
Many new approaches, new gimmicks, are being tested i n our mounting war 
against poverty and predudice, but education i s and must be at the heart of 
a l l our e f f o r t s . 
The reason f o r i t s e s s e n t i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i s a simple but a 
powerful one. The c e n t r a l purpose of a l l of our e f f o r t s i s to help each 
i n d i v i d u a l American achieve h i s inherent p o t e n t i a l , and th a t i s the 
t r a d i t i o n a l purpose of education i t s e l f . Laws can erase a r t i f i c i a l b a r r i e r s 
of p r e j u d i c e and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , but the only meaningful change must come 
from enlightened minds. S o c i a l m o b i l i t y must be based on i n d i v i d u a l 
a b i l i t y to perform, and only education can develop that a b i l i t y , no matter 
what an i n d i v i d u a l ' s c a p a c i t y . 
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People i n the ghetto understand t h i s f u l l w e l l , as u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d 
people have always understood. I f we could only somehow educate a l l of 
those who have been l e f t behind, many of our s o c i a l problems would disappear. 
Most disadvantaged people would s t i l l l i k e to work f o r a decent l i v i n g i f 
they had a chance. There are s t i l l only a few who be l i e v e the r e s t of us 
•Si? 
owe them a l i v i n g and^prefer dependence upon c h a r i t y r a t h e r than the 
independence of a job and an earned income. 
Events of recent weeks and months, both at home and abroad, have 
demonstrated over and over again how f a r we are from the time when reason, 
not f o r c e , w i l l a r b i t r a t e the d i f f e r e n c e s between man and man, nation and 
na t i o n , ideology and ideology. They i l l u s t r a t e , too, how d i f f i c u l t i s the 
task of pr e s e r v i n g the best of what has been handed down to us from the 
past, and e n r i c h i n g that legacy before we of t h i s time pass our common 
i n h e r i t a n c e on to those who f o l l o w us. 
I n e v i t a b l y , the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i l l f a l l with i n c r e a s i n g weight 
upon those represented by t h i s graduating c l a s s today—upon educated men 
and women who w i l l apply t h e i r educated i n t e l l i g e n c e to the s o l u t i o n of the 
problems b e s e t t i n g mankind. 
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President Fawcett, members of the Board of Regents, citizens of 
Ohio, I am confident that these young men and women making up this graduating 
class, to whose personal development so much time and effort has been devoted, 
will prove themselves to be educated in the best sense of the word—willing 
to use what they have learned here not for their personal advantage alone, 
but for the good of others as well. I join with you 1n f u l l confidence that 
r 
they will bring great honor to themselves and to their families and to their 
University. They will help to lead this nation with courage and integrity. 
For them, t h i s f i n a l word of encouragement. Although our problems 
as Americans are great, so too are the resources we can bring t o bear on 
them. There i s much to be done, but there i s much with which to do. 
Congratulations to each of you f o r what you have already done with 
your l i f e . We extend to you our best wishes f o r success and happiness as you 
go f o r t h to meet l i f e ' s s t e r n e r t e s t s . We have every confidence that you w i l l 
succeed, and make a l l of us proud of you and proud o f your generation. 
To each of you—good f o r t u n e , good l u c k , and Godspeed always. 
